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During his six years in India Kitchener
claimed that he had travelled 65,000 miles on
tours, and this is held to be a proof that his
other work did not interfere with the para-
mount duty of inspection. It is certainly a
proof of untiring energy. Except when an
accident laid him up for six weeks he spent
most of the winter months on tour.
In spite of the time he spent in travelling
many officers doubted whether he learnt a
great deal about the personal factor which
means so much in the British Army, and few
of them could flatter themselves that they
learnt anything about their Commander-in-
Chief. He gave little warning of his visit, ar-
rived by train and expected no ceremonial
reception, went back to his train the same
evening. It was rather like the visitation of an
accountant who comes to audit ledgers. Assets
and liabilities were checked by standard mea-
surements ; the balance was struck with abso-
lute fairness; there was no petty nagging or
bad temper. But on the other hand there was
little praise or sympathy. He was too eco-
nomical of his time. Considering the amount
of work he had to get through, this is not sur-
prising ; but it left the impression that he re-
duced everything to the common denominator
of technical efficiency and had no interests out
of school.
Lord Minto said: " His shy reserved manner
may have been somewhat against him ... he
is a curious personality, not attractive in man-
ner, but has a kind heart buried away some-
where, and his inner tastes are much more